Brandon-Split Rock Lutheran
The Newsletter—April 2018

Sunday, April 15th at 6:00 pm
Shawn McCall
Former Hollywood
Stuntman
Hear his story of
life and faith

Banquet Menu
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The Mission of Split Rock Lutheran is welcoming and serving
with joyful hearts and glorifying God in all things. We are a
growing family of Christ’s disciples seeking to proclaim the
Gospel to all those in need of God’s grace, mercy and love.
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Wednesday Evening Meals
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Do You Think About Death?

I share these words from a high-school girl:
“Once in a while I get to thinking about death—not often, but when I do, it’s
no fun. I don’t want my parents to die, or my brother. And I don’t want to
die. I’d like to live to have a husband and children and become a grandmother. Is everyone afraid of death?”
Do you have some of the feelings and questions that this girl does? Do you think about death? I
must confess that there are times I do think about it. But I want to quickly add that I’m glad that I
have thought about death and dying. I don’t dwell on it, but I do think about it. I know that I am
a better person because death has helped me to realize the great importance of each day. I realize
that my time with everyone I love is limited and I want to make the most of the time. I realize that
there will be a day when I must let go of everything of importance to me in this life and even a
time when I must let go of my own life. I can’t keep anything, but I trust and believe that there is
a God who keeps me and holds me and will never let me go. I don’t like death. I don’t like thinking about my death or the death of those I love. But I think that death has helped me to live life
better; to sort out what is really important. Death has helped me realize how much I need God
and how I really have nothing if I don’t have Him. If I wasn’t a Christian, death would be too scary
and too uncertain for me to deal with.
A 91-year-old shut-in at a nursing home wrote these words of hope and confidence.
“I am also among the shut-ins and can’t get around anymore. I am set on the shelf, pushed
back as far as I will go. But I am not alone. My heavenly Father, who has stood by me
these 91 years, stands by me now. He is wonderful. When I see His smiling face, my heart
begins to bubble. I realize my days are almost up. I look at the trees along the street that
stand there so naked, hardly a leaf left. I said to myself that I am like them. Not many
leaves left. Soon the last one will fall, and I will be laid away. But here I am today, rejoicing in the Lord. If I had a thousand lives yet to life, I would hold on to my Savior’s hand all
the more. Nothing is better!”
I believe that I can say with certainty that even though I do not like death, that like this 91-yearold, I am not afraid of death. Christ’s resurrection from the dead affirms that we were made for
God and for life. God does not want us only for a few swift years on earth. He also wants us in
Heaven with Him forever.
Many of us have trouble thinking that we are important and that we count. It may seem like the
world does not need us at times. Our friends may come and go; some don’t seem to need us. But
God say’s, “I need you. I want you for myself, not only for now, but for eternity.” Even when you
fail your Lord, God still wants you! Life beyond death is God’s way of saying that He loves you, not
for a short time, not only when you are good and successful, but that He loves you so much that
He never wants it to end for you and for Him. Ponder today in humility and thankfulness how
much God must love you; how special you are to Him! Let us together affirm that death can’t have
us who trust God, for Jesus lives! May you have a blessed Easter season!
In Christ’s love and hope,
Pastor Marlin
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Psalms 73:1-28

Psalm 74:1-23

Psalm 75:1-10

Psalm 76:1-12

Psalm 77:1-20

Psalm 78:1-31

Psalm 78:32-55

Deuteronomy 18:1—
20:20

Deuteronomy 21:1—
22:30

Deuteronomy 23:1—
25:19

Deuteronomy 26:1—
27:26

Deuteronomy 28:168

Deuteronomy
29:1—30:20

Deuteronomy
31:1—32:27

Luke 9:28-50

Luke 9:51—10:12

Luke 10:13-37

Luke 10:38—11:13

Luke 11:14-36

Luke 11:37—12:7

Luke 12:8-34
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Psalm 78:56-64

Psalm 78:65-72

Psalm 79:1-13

Psalm 80:1-19

Psalm 81:1-16

Psalm 82:1-8

Psalm 83:1-18

Deuteronomy 32:2852

Deuteronomy 33:129

Deuteronomy 34:1—
Joshua 2:24

Joshua 3:1—4:24

Joshua 5:1—7:15

Joshua 7:16—9:2

Joshua 9:3—10:43

Luke 14:7-35

Luke 15:1-32

Luke 16:1-18

Luke 16:19—17:10

Luke 12:35-59

Luke 13:1-21

Luke13:22—14:6
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Psalm 84:1-12

Psalm 85:1-13

Psalm 86:1-17

Psalm 87:1-7

Psalm 88:1-18

Psalm 89:1-13

Psalm 89:14-37

Joshua 11:1—12:24

Joshua 13:1—14:15

Joshua 15:1-63

Joshua 16:1—18:28

Joshua 19:1—20:9

Luke 17:11-37

Luke 18:1-17

Luke 18:18-43

Luke 19:1-27

Luke 19:28-48

Joshua 21:1—
22:20

Joshua 22:21—
23:16

Luke 20:1-26

Luke 20:27-47
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Psalm 89:38-52

Psalm 90:1—91:16

Psalm 92:1—93:5

Psalm 94:1-23

Psalm 95:1—96:13

Psalm 97:1—98:9

Psalm 99:1-9

Joshua 24:1-33

Judges 1:1—2:9

Judges 2:10—3:31

Judges 4:1—5:31

Judges 6:1-40

Judges 7:1—8:17

Judges 8:18—9:21

Luke 21:1-28

Luke 21:29—22:13

Luke 22:14-34

Luke 22:35-53

Luke 22:54—23:12

Luke 23:13-43

Luke 23:44—24:12
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Psalm 100:1-5

Psalm101:1-8

Judges 9:22—10:18

Judges 11:1—12:15

Luke 24:13-53

John 1:1-28
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2018 Crossroads Conference

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, April 21st, 2018
St. John American Lutheran Church
13th & Western Ave, Sioux Falls

9:00 a.m.

Registration

9:30 a.m.

Brunch

10:00 a.m.

Program & Speaker

$10/per person

Please come and enjoy a Saturday morning of Christcentered entertainment and meet other Lutheran Men
in Mission members.
Please RSVP the number of men attending from
your church by Tuesday, April 17th to:
Ken Buchanan email:
mobilebrake@sio.midco.net
Phone: 605-212-2821
Or
St. John American Lutheran email:
stjohnlutheran1912@msn.com
Phone: 605-336-3253
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: May 30- June 1
Wednesday & Thursday 9:00 am – 3:00 pm, Friday 9-noon
Enroll your student or volunteer at brandonlutheran.org under Children’s Ministries
Registration is open until May 1 or when the first 200 student
enrollments are received so register your child today!

Open to ages 4 – 4th grade.
5th graders and older are welcome to volunteer!
The volunteer link is separate and located on the register tab on BLCs website.
Check out the different ways you and your student can volunteer!

VBS is FREE for the families of the Brandon Valley community.
Donations are being accepted to cover the cost of snacks and supplies.
Donations can be sent to
Brandon Lutheran Church
c/0 Children’s Ministries: VBS
PO BOX 320; Brandon, SD 57005
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