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Wednesday Worship during Lent: “I am…”
Jesus said to them, “I am…”

In John’s gospel account, Jesus describes himself with a series of “I am” statements. Most of
these include an image (shepherd, bread, true vine, etc.) Throughout the season of Lent, we
will be exploring these statements as a way of following Jesus, who is the way and who
provides the way for us through the 40 days of Lent to the empty tomb of Easter.
Once again, we will have guest speakers each week as a part of a round robin circuit. We will
hear from Greg Johnson from Beaver Valley Lutheran Church, Eldon Thurow from Dell Rapids
Lutheran Church, Laura Phillips from First and Palisades Lutheran Churches (Valley Springs)
and David Lund from Christ Lutheran Church (Hartford). Each will bring greetings from their
communities just as I will greet their churches from you. We are blessed to be brothers and
sisters in a larger community of churches and you will enjoy the presence of each of them as
they come to share a word pointing us to Christ.
Here’s the schedule:

Feb 14 Ash Wed

Pastor Scott Hackler

Title: “Beautiful Dust”

February 21

Pastor Dave Lund

Title: “I am the Shepherd at the Gate”
John 10:7-18

February 28

Intern Laura Phillips

Title: “I am” John 6:16-20

March 7

Pastor Eldon Thurow

Title: “I am the vine, you are the branches”
John 15:1-11

March 14

Pastor Greg Johnson

Title: “I am the Light of the World”
John 8:12-20

March 21

Pastor Scott Hackler

Title: “I am the good shepherd” John 6:1-21, 35

I pray that you will be filled with the one who calls himself “I am.”
Pastor Scott
2

The Mission of Split Rock Lutheran is welcoming and serving with joyful hearts and
glorifying God in all things. We are a growing family of Christ’s disciples seeking to
proclaim the Gospel to all those in need of God’s grace, mercy and love.

Sunday
Feb 4

Sunday
Feb 11

Sunday
Feb 18
Sun
Feb 25

Ushers

Greeters

Lector

Communion

Bread

Organ/
Piano

Dick & Shally
Rogen

Dick & Shally
Rogen

Dick
Rogen

Shally
Rogen

Shally
Rogen

Jan
Schroeder

Rod & Kim
Hanson

Rod & Kim
Hanson

Cyndy
Robinson

Deb Weir &
Tony
Thoreson

Deb Weir &
Tony
Thoreson

Tony
Thoreson

John & Suzie
Weir

John & Suzie
Weir

Robin
Farley

February Happenings at Split Rock
February 4:
February 11:
February 14:
February 13:

Fifth Sunday of Epiphany
Transfiguration of our Lord
Ash Wednesday Worship at BLC 6:15 pm
Split Rock Council Meeting

February 18:
February 25:

First Sunday in Lent
Second Sunday in Lent
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WELCA FEBRUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 1, 8, 15. 22: Quilting 9:00 AM—Downstairs Fellowship Hall
February 5: Executive Board Mtg. 7:00 pm—Martin Luther Room
February 6: Prayer Shawl Ministry 1:00 pm—Nursery
February 10: WELCA Gathering 9:30 am—Martin Luther Room; Hostess: Naomi Circle
February 14: Ash Wednesday Lenten Meal @ 5:00 pm: Martha Circle
February 15/21: Circles Meet
February 28: Lenten Supper 5:00 pm: Anna/Priscilla

FEBRUARY WELCA NEWS
February 10 - 9:30 AM – General Meeting
The program will be presented by CASA and Naomi Circle will be our hostess.
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) trains and supports every day citizens to speak for Abused and
Neglected children. They become the eyes and ears for the judge, providing the judge information he/she
has no other way of getting.

Every year, right here in Sioux Falls, nearly 400 children become victims of abuse and neglect. Due to the
sheer volume of work, the Department of Social Services can become overwhelmed. Adding a CASA to a
case is one of the most efficient ways to ensure the best possible outcome for each child.
Children with a CASA are more likely to end up in a stable and permanent home, half as likely to re-enter
Foster Care, and much less likely to spend time in long-term Foster Care.
PRAYER CHAIN INFORMATION:
The WELCA prayer chain is now coordinated by Deb Klein. The function of the prayer chain is to give intercessory prayer support to those at BLC and our community. Prayer requests are to be kept confidential.
Prayer requests can be made by contacting the Church office or Deb Klein (605-521-4464) , Prayer requests
are sent via email to members who are on an e-mail list. If you would like to be a prayer partner and supporter, please let Deb Klein know. (dak26011@gmail.com)
2018 WELCA Handbooks are available to anyone interested. The booklet contains “everything you want to
know” about WELCA. Current officers, Circle members, Work Group members, 2018 calendar, committees
and their functions, budget and much more. Pick one up at the Welcome Desk or church office.
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NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL UPDATE
We had a great month at Noah’s Ark Preschool in January. We played in the snow and made snow
angels. The best part of the snow was learning how to snow shoe! Snowshoeing uses major
muscle groups and helps us learn how to balance. We learned about animal tracks and were even
able to feel the furs of different animals. Our author of the month was Ezra Jack Keats. We
painted a snow scene using cotton balls and Q-tips to depict scenes from the book, The Snowy
Day. We also discussed the different things that we like to do on a snowy day, which included
snow angels, shoveling, snow ball fights and building snow forts.
The NAPS staff would like to thank everyone that helped with
making our Spaghetti Supper such a huge success. We raised
over $4,000! We were blessed with the donations of food, silent
auction items, volunteers and everyone that came to eat. We
know that we couldn’t have done it without all of you!
THANK YOU!

Wednesday Evening Meals
February 7:

Turkey, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, corn

(Ash Wed) February 14:

Broasted chicken, Cheesy Potatoes

February 21:

Roast Beef & Mashed Potatoes

February 28:

Meatloaf & Mashed potatoes

VIDEO SERIES ON THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS
Pastor Marlin would like you to join him as he shares a powerful, informational and inspirational
video series from Ray VanderLann, a very gifted Bible teacher. The series is filmed in Israel and
goes to the sites leading up to and including where Jesus’ death and resurrection took place.
These videos will make the events of the cross and resurrection come alive in a very meaningful
way. Beginning at the end of February, there will be a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center to
help us know how many people to expect. Even if you do not sign-up, you are welcome to come.
The dates and topics are listed below.
 Wednesday, March 14th @ 4:00 pm: “The Lamb of God” and “The Weight of the World”.
 Wednesday, March 21st @ 4:00 pm: “Roll Away the Stone”.
We will gather in the Friendship Room for these sessions.
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4 Reasons Every Church Needs “Senior Saints”
I have borrowed portions of an article by Tim Counts that bears the title above because I strongly
believe that our parish is so blessed by our senior members. Certainly, people of every age should
be valued but I don’t want any of us to discount the great gifts that our
senior members give to us.
Tim Counts writes, “A couple of days ago, I received an email from a church member in his 80’s, letting me know that he is moving.
We have known for some time that it is best for him to move closer to his family due to his health. But the news that the move was
finally happening hit me unexpectedly, as if I’d lost a dear friend. I felt it in the pit of my stomach and the tears in my eyes. Then I
realized that is exactly why I felt that way: I was losing a dear friend, and a grandfather in the faith. And our church is losing him too.
Sometimes, our seniors question their usefulness in the church as they age. That’s unfortunate because they’re an essential part of
the body of Christ. As pastors, therefore, we need to remind our elderly members that they are not only loved by Jesus, their Savior,
they are also loved and needed by his people. Here are four reasons why every church needs its senior members.
1. We need your prayers. Sometimes, I’ll see God work in a way that can only be explained by a work of his Spirit in someone’s
life. When this happens, I think, “God has answered these prayers because I know there are several elderly who pray for our
church, our community, and my pastoral ministry regularly.
2. We need your practical, biblical wisdom. My grandpa taught an adult Sunday school class until Parkinson’s robed him of his
voice. I’ll never forget a seminary professor who taught class using a special microphone because health complications made it
difficult for him to speak. I’m so thankful that these people continued to pass on their biblical knowledge and life experiences
until they literally could not anymore. Every church member can be blessed by the wisdom that comes from decades of studying God’s word mixed with decades of life experiences. This wisdom comes from hearing God’s word and walking with Christ in
both life’s joys and sorrows.
3. We need your encouragement. I’ve seen young, sleep-deprived parents light up when an older person in the church tells
them, “your kids are a joy.” I’ve seen discouraged empty-nesters, struggling with change, rediscover hope as they remember
God’s faithfulness amidst the changes of life. As the Psalmist exclaims, “One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.” (Psalm 145:4) Don’t hesitate to share your stories of God’s provision, grace, and
forgiveness and to remind us of God’s goodness and faithfulness. Seniors, we need your encouragement.
4. We need your presence. It sometimes takes a lot of effort for older folks to get to church. We know that there will come a day
that we need to come to you, rather than you coming to us. But until that day we need your presence. There is something
special about God’s people coming together for worship and seeing a spectrum of ages. There is something about coming
together to worship with people who are different than us-even generationally, that points to the beauty of the gospel and the
glory of God. There is something about our elder saints who can speak of God never abandoning them through decades that
powerfully reminds us of the faithfulness of God. We don’t call you our “senior saints” because you are perfect or because you
don’t have struggles like the rest of us. We call you “senior saints” because your faith in Christ in your senior years points to the
fact that the same God who saves us also sustains us.”
Pastor Marlin simply adds, thank you to all our senior members who have blessed me so richly in my journey of faith and service to
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, throughout the years. God bless you all!
Sincerely,
Pastor Marlin
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NEW MEMBER CLASS STARTING
“Starting Point” New Member Class
If you are new Starting Point is a chance for you to consider putting
down deeper roots at BLC. We would love to have you as a partner
in the ministry of our congregation. The class is about an hour long.
The conversation will be focused on what it means to be a part of
our membership and it will provide a chance to get to know some of
the other new people who are on the same journey as you.
Here’s the schedule:
Starting Point Class

Wednesday, February 7 @ 7:10 pm
Sunday, February 11 @ 9:40 am

Shalom Room
Friendship Room

Membership Recognition

Wednesday, February 21 during Worship @ 6:15 pm or
Sunday, February 25 during a Worship Service (8:30 or 10:45)

Class Reunion

Wednesday, March 14 at 7:10 pm
Sunday, March 18 at 9:40 am

Shalom Room
Friendship Room

If you have conflicts with any of these dates don’t worry. We will figure it out. A Signup Sheet is
at the Welcome Center or contact: blc@brandonlutheran.org; pastorscott@brandonlutheran.org;
call 605-582-3401.

MEN’S BREAKFAST STUDY
On Tuesday mornings at 6:30 am, our Men’s breakfast study meets in the Friendship Room. Anyone interested is encouraged to come as we explore the scriptures
through teaching and video. Your friends are always welcome to come and join us.
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday morning bible study meets at 8:30 am in the Friendship Room of
BLC. We invite everyone to join us. This is the longest continuous running bible study
at BLC. The Wednesday morning bible study will take a vacation during the Christmas
holiday. We will resume on January 10 at 8:30 am in the Friendship Room with a
four week presentation by Pastor Dan.
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Daily Prayer and Scripture for February 2018
Line 1 ~ Morning Psalms
Line 2 ~ Daily Lesson Line 3 ~ Evening Lesson

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

Psalms 26:1-12

Psalms 27:1-6

Psalms 27:7-14

Exodus 13:17—
15:18

Exodus 15:19—
17:7

Exodus 17:8—
19:15

Matthew 21:23-46

Matthew 22:1-33

4

5

6

7

8

9

Matthew 22:34—
23:12
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Psalms 28:1-9

Psalm 29:1-11

Psalm 30:1-12

Psalm 31:1-8

Psalm 31:9-18

Psalm 31:19-24

Psalm 32:1-11

Exodus 19:16—
21:21

Exodus 21:22—
23:13

Exodus 23:14—25:40

Exodus 26:1—27:21

Exodus 28:1-43

Matthew 24:29--51

Matthew 25:1-30

Exodus 30:11—
31:18

Matthew 23:13-39

Matthew 24:1-28

Matthew 25:31—
26:13

Exodus 29:1—
30:10
Matthew 26:14-46

Matthew 26:47-68

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Psalm 33:1-11

Psalm 33:12-22

Psalm 34:1-10

Psalm 34:11-22

Psalm 35:1-16

Psalm 35:17-28

Psalm 36:1-12

Exodus 32:1—33:23

Exodus 34:1—35:9

Exodus 35:10—36:38

Exodus 37:1—38:31

Leviticus1:1—3:17

Leviticus 4:1—5:19

Matthew 26L69—
27:14

Matthew 27:15-31

Matthew 27:32-66

Matthew 28:1-20

Exodus 39:1—
40:38

Mark 1:29—2:12

Mark 2:13—3:6

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Psalm 37:1-11

Psalm 37:12-29

Psalm 37:30-40

Psalm 38:1-22

Psalm 39:1-13

Psalm 40:1-10

Psalm 40:11-17

Leviticus 6:1—7:27

Leviticus 7:28—9:6

Leviticus 9:7—10:20

Leviticus 11:1—12:8

Leviticus 13:1-59

Leviticus 14:1-57

Mark 3:7-30

Mark 3:31—4:25

Mark 4:26—5:20

Mark 5:21-43

Mark 6:1-29

Mark 6:30-56

Leviticus 15:1—
16:28

Mark 1:1-28

Mark 7:1-23
25

26

27

28

Psalm 41:1-13

Psalm 42:1-11

Psalm 43:1-5

Psalm 44:1-8

Leviticus 16:29—
18:30

Leviticus 19:1—
20:21

Leviticus 20:22—
22:16

Leviticus 22:17—
23:44

Mark 7:24—8:10

Mark 8:11:38

Mark 9:1-29

Mark 9:30—10:12

BLC Facebook page is:
www.facebook.com/BrandonLutheranChurch
For Information to be posted send to:
blc@branonlutheran.org

9

LENT 2018
Busy Lives. Dirty Cars. Beautiful Dust.
We are at that point of the winter. You know, the point when Christmas is well in
the rear-view mirror, life has ramped up the pace, the resolutions are done, the
cold (temperature or sickness) is getting to your psyche, and our cars are dirty.
My car is cover in bits of road salt and the fine dust that is kicked up as I drive
through the snow and ice melting on the roads. Underneath the car, slush and
more dirt have congealed near the bumpers and wheel wells. And I know that fixing all this is as simple as
driving through the carwash but even that seems like a long-shot because I’d need to make the time to do it.
Time is hard to come by…

Our lives are busy. I think that the busyness to a certain extent is unavoidable. I’m okay with that so long as
the busyness has a purpose. So long as the busyness is leading somewhere.
Busyness without purpose is much like a car that is constantly in motion and never stops to get cleaned or
refuel. Eventually it will stall out covered inside and out with the dirt it has picked along the way. Once it
stalls out it becomes of no use to anyone.
Our lives are much the same. If all we do is go and move and never spend a second resting, cleaning up,
washing off, refreshing than we too will find ourselves completely spent and stalled at some point. We need
to make time to refresh and refuel for our bodies and souls.
Lent offers us an opportunity to do that. It calls us pray and think deeply about who we are and who God is
and how we are called to follow out in the busy world. We begin this process by gathering on Ash Wednesday to here the stark reminder: “You are dust; and to dust you shall return.”
Ash Wednesday happens to also fall on another holiday this year: Valentine’s Day. I think this is a wonderful combination because though the mood of Ash Wednesday is often austere, the truth is that you are not
just any old dust. You, are dust that God has given life. You are a wondrously assembled carbon, made
from the same stuff as the soil and the stars! You are beautiful and beloved dust! So, I invite you to enter
the season of Lent this year with that in mind and participate in the following reminders of that truth this Ash
Wednesday:
As you are heading to work or dropping
the kids at school you may receive a
drive-up blessing in the BLC parking
lot from 7-8 am. Begin your day with a
reminder of God’s love for you.
Join us later that evening for supper at
5:00 pm, with Ash Wednesday Worship
Service following @ 6:15 pm as we
begin our Lenten journey of reflection and
prayer.
In rush and the chaos, the grit and grime,
remember you are dust; beautiful dust.
– Pastor Dan
10

Hello from Children’s Ministries!
January has been good to the children of BLC. We heard stories including Jonah and the Big Fish. Parent and Child Time took place
every Sunday engaging the little ones not yet in Sunday School with stories and music. We heard from camp representatives about
summer camp opportunities. (Check out the table outside the nursery for more information.)
Speaking of nursery, it is staffed on Sundays and Wednesdays!
Sunday mornings from 9:30-11:30 and Wednesdays from 6-8PM.
You can bring your little one in there for a quick 10 minute fun break or longer.
It is staffed by congregation volunteers. We are currently looking for more SUNDAY morning volunteers. Please contact me if you
can help! Childrensministries@brandonlutheran.org or 605-376-3550.
February Sunday School Calendar
February 4: Sunday School. Kindergarten PSO @9:45 downstairs
February 11: Sunday School. Kindergarten Prayer Pillow presentation during the 10:45 worship service.
February 18: NO CLASSES.
Wednesday, February 21: 5th GRADERS- JOIN WED. NIGHT STUDENTS AT KIDS AGAINST HUNGER
February 25: Sunday School. 1st grade PSO @ 9:45 downstairs
February Wednesday School Calendar
February 7: Wednesday School. Kindergarten Prayer Pillow presentation at the 6:15 service.
February 14: NO CLASSES. Ash Wednesday!
February 21: Wednesday School. 5th GRADE STUDENTS OFFSITE AT KIDS AGAINST HUNGER.
February 28: Wednesday School. 6th GRADE STUDENTS OFFSITE AT KIDS AGAINST HUNGER. 1ST grade PSO at 7PM.
We will need parent volunteers to drive in and take part in the Kids Against Hunger nights. Please let me know if this is you!
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We will be worshiping with and serving a
meal for Church On The Street.
Questions: Pr Scott, Pr Dan, Amy Hennen 321
-7562 or Stacy McManus 261-5073

Saturday, February 10th @ 11 am

Sioux Falls Ministry Center, 225 E. 11th St. (Downtown SF)
Volunteers are needed for the following areas, and we need a few members to just
come worship with us! Please sign up at the welcome center if you can help.
9:45 set up (chairs/food) – 10 volunteers
11:00 Attend worship 15-25 BLC members (would be great!)
11:30 serve food, assembly line 6-10 volunteers
12:30 clean up / put chairs/food away

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

Other ways to help: Church on the Street is in need of the following items.
Bring any donations to the Do Something bin.
Large paper plates / plastic silverware / Large to go cups with lids
Stamps
Crossroads Gift Cards for Communion & Worship supplies
Sioux Falls Transit Bus passes
(People pay an entire hours wage just to ride the bus each day. It's hard to make ends meet
when they get an apartment)
Great Clips Gift Cards ($15) to help people look good for job interviews
Any downtown restaurant gift card
(Coffea, The Cookie Jar, Falls Overlook Cafe, Mama's Ladas, Marlins, Phillips Avenue Diner,
Starbucks, or Oh My Cupcakes)
Gift Cards for Subway, Taco Johns, Jimmy Johns, McDonalds
*We meet people for lunch at the park or take people to coffee or a restaurant for pastoral
care as we don't have a building. People are sometimes too hungry to focus
on anything besides the hunger
Special requests: Meat sticks, shampoo & conditioners (regular size), cans of smoked oysters
or tuna, water and flavor packets for water bottles (ex. lemonade)
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