Brandon-Split Rock Lutheran

The Newsletter ~ December 2017
December Calendar of Events
Saturday, December 2: BLC Advent Brunch @ 10 am
Sunday, December 3: Advent One; Blue Christmas Worship
at 4 pm. Split Rock Caroling at Palisades @ 2 pm

Sunday, December 10: Advent Two
4 pm: Service of 9 Lessons & Carols with Soup
Supper following served by the Men in Mission
Saturday, December 16: Split Rock Advent Brunch @10 am
Sunday, December 17: Advent Three;
Split Rock Children’s Christmas Program @ 6 pm
Wednesday, December 20: 6:15 pm: Children’s
Ministries Christmas Program
Sunday, December 24: Advent Four; BLC Worship 9:30am

600 East Holly Blvd
P.O. Box 320
Brandon, SD 57005
Phone: 582-3401
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blc@brandonlutheran.org

Church Website:
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Family & Youth Ministry
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Kristin McInerney
Director of Children's Ministries
Will Prines
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Christmas Eve:

Geri Peterson
Director of JuBELLation
Organist/Choir Pianist

5 pm: BLC Family Worship

Hans Peterson
Director of Chancel Choir

7 pm: BLC Candlelight Worship

Jerry Dahlin
Lead Custodian

9 pm: Split Rock Candlelight Worship

Steve Schuknecht
Part-time Custodian

11 pm: BLC Candlelight Worship

Marti Lusk
Wedding Coordinator

NO CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP
Sunday, New Years Eve Day Worship
9:15 am: Split Rock Worship
9:30 am: BLC Worship

Chelsea Stills
NAPS Teacher
Jolene Larson
NAPS Teacher
Angela Riedel
NAPS Teacher Assistant

The warmth of these days belies the reality that we are heading into
deep cold and long nights. I don’t like it, however, it is what it is. As
the ‘dead’ of winter approaches, we need one another, and we need
signs that the sun will come again. I’m looking out my window now
at a sun that has sunk low in the sky and until our darkest day, December 21 st, will continue to dive. And after that long night, it will not rise quickly enough for me. So, we will wait for things to
change.
It all sounds rather hopeless, doesn’t it? But we are people with hope. During the darkest nights
of the year comes the celebration of the Son, the celebration of Christ’s coming to a world where
hope can be dim and where the battle against sin and struggle seem to be heading the wrong
way. Now more than ever, we need that hope that comes in Christ who brings light to the
darkness and warmth to our souls.
We call this season before Christmas, Advent. It is a season of waiting. While everything around
us urges us to hurry and spend, scripture and the church’s traditions beckon us to slow down and
wait. People have always it seems, marked this time of waiting in some way.
You might not have known that the Christmas wreath can be traced to the Romans’ ancient rite of
waiting in the darkness for the return of the sun, and for the Feast of the Sun on December 25th.
They would take a wheel from one of their wagons and fasten torches to it to see them through
the darkness. The only thing alive in the winter, evergreen, was brought inside and fastened to the
wheel. To those huddled in darkness, it was a sign of vegetation and springtime. More than three
hundred years ago, German Christians fashioned the same elements into the Advent wreath—the
greens were to them a sign of hope as well.
And so, we too find ways to wait. Though all of us are tempted to act otherwise, now is the time
for slowing down and leaning together. As with the ancients, we gather in the darkness to wait for
the light. In our gatherings of worship, we count the weeks, we light candles and brighten things
with seasonal lights. We turn to our family of faith. We hear the prophecy and promise of this
season. And so our hope grows.
Pastor Scott

Congregation Finances and Budget Information
The congregation council is sending out letter and a year-to-date record of giving to
congregation members and active participants. As we come to the close of our calendar and
budget year, the letter will update you on our current financial status, the response from our
“Make a Joyful Noise” stewardship focus and some insight into our budgeting
process. Please take time to read the letter. The annual budget meeting will be held on
January 28th following the conclusion of the 10:45 service. Your participation in this process
is vital as we all partner together in the ministry of Brandon Lutheran Church.
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The Mission of Split Rock Lutheran is welcoming and serving with joyful hearts and
glorifying God in all things. We are a growing family of Christ’s disciples seeking to
proclaim the Gospel to all those in need of God’s grace, mercy and love.

Ushers

Greeters

Lector

Communion

Bread

Organ/
Piano

Sunday
Dec 3

Duane &
Bonnie Bly

Duane &
Bonnie Bly

Sharla
Janssen

Duane
Bly

Bonnie
Bly

Jan
Schroeder

Sunday
Dec 10

John &
Suzie Weir

John &
Suzie Weir

Deann
Park

Sunday
Dec 17

Rod & Kim
Hanson

Rod & Kim
Hanson

Dawn
Sorenson

Monica
Nussbaum

Joanne
Heggen

Jan
Schroeder

Sun
Dec 24

Dick &
Becky Neu

Dick &
Becky Neu

Dick
Neu

David
Sorenson

Linda
Olson

Nancy
Gross

Christmas
Eve—9pm

Jon Bly &
Tony Thoreson

Jon Bly &
Tony Thoreson

Sun
New Years
Eve Day

Larry & Carol
Gulickson

Larry & Carol
Gulickson

Jan
Schroeder

Nancy
Gross
David
Sorenson

December Happenings at Split Rock
December 3: First Sunday in Advent; Caroling at Palisade Manor Home
December 10: Second Sunday in Advent; Deadline for Advent Brunch
December 12:
December 13:
December 16:
December 17:
December 20:
December 24:
December 24:

Annual reports due to Brandon Lutheran Office
Split Rock Council Meeting @ 7:00 pm
Split Rock Advent Brunch @ 10:00 am
Third Sunday in Advent; Children’s Christmas Program @ 6:00 pm
Sarah Circle @ 1:00 pm
Fourth Sunday in Advent; No Sunday School
Christmas Eve Worship service @ 9:00 pm

December 31: New Years Eve Worship @ 9:15 am
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Nancy
Gross

CHRISTMAS CHOIR PERFORMANCE

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, December
10th at 4:00 pm. The Chancel Choir will present a
Service of Nine Lessons & Carols. JuBELLation, BLC Brass, and the Power of Praise Band will
provide Christmas selections.
Men in Mission will serve a soup supper following the service. Please plan to come and
help us celebrate the birth of our Lord. There is no charge for the program.
Hans Peterson, Chancel Choir Director

WELCA NOVEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 2: WELCA Advent Brunch @ 9:30 am
December 4: Executive Board Meeting @ 7 pm Martin Luther Room
December 5: Prayer Shawl @ 1:00 pm Nursery
December 7 & 14: Quilting @ 9:00 am Fellowship Hall
December 20/21: Circles Meet

GATHER Magazine is the official publication of the Women of the ELCA. The magazine contains
current information and articles from well-known women across the country. It also includes the
monthly Bible study that many of our Circle groups use. Last summer when I was at the Triennial
Gathering in Minneapolis I attended a session led by Mark Powell, the author of the Winter Series
of Bible Studies beginning in January 2018 and am eagerly looking forward to participating in this
Bible study on “Bible Stories – Multiple Meanings: Learning from Other Interpretations”.
Mark Allan Powell, a professor of New Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio
explores various Bible stories from different viewpoints. He has taught in seminaries in Estonia,
Russia and Tanzania and explained how people from these various countries view the same
parable or story differently. It was fascinating to see the differences and really made you think
“outside the box” from what we are used to. He used the story of the Prodigal Son as an example
in the session I attended.
This will be a four-session study exploring how people empathize with a variety of biblical
characters - and should bring about a great deal of discussion – something I think we all like in a
Bible study.
If you don’t subscribe to Gather magazine, please consider doing so. Information is in our WELCA
Handbook or go to gathermagazine.org or gather@elca.org
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How GriefShare works
It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right now. If you’ve lost a spouse, child,
family member, or friend, you’ve probably found there are not many people who understand the
deep hurt you feel.
This can be a confusing time when you feel isolated and have many questions about things you’ve
never faced before.

“Going to GriefShare feels like having warm arms wrapped
around you when you’re shivering.”
GriefShare groups meet weekly for 13 weeks to help you face these challenges and move toward
rebuilding your life. Each GriefShare session has three distinct elements: Video, discussion and
home study. Miriam Hackler will lead the group. There will be a small fee for the workbook.
We will meet in the Friendship room on Monday evenings @ 6:30 pm starting soon. Sign up in the
Narthex and/or contact Miriam Hackler. Cell 630-400-4860 or 605-582-4370.
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NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL UPDATE
Noah’s Ark Preschool had a busy November! To celebrate Veterans Day, we had visits from
parents who are currently serving in the Marines and Air Guard. They talked about their
responsibilities and showed the many types of transportation the military uses. We performed
songs, recited poems about Thanksgiving, and even did the Turkey Pokey for our parents,
grandparents, and friends at our Family Feast. We were even featured in the Brandon Journal
newspaper! We continue to learn new letters and numbers every week. For our DOT (Do
Other Things) Day, we had visits from the fire & police departments and MedStar
Ambulance. Paper plate animals were made with our parents to show the types of animals
our author of the month, Rosemary Wells, uses in her books. The animals are displayed in the
preschool hallway so make sure to stop by and view them. We
combined science and art and learned about what happens when
you paint with oil and liquid watercolor. Students were amazed at
the results! We are looking forward to December when we will
learn about the birth of Jesus and invite our parents to His birthday
party. Miss Sydney will be teaching while Miss Chelsea takes
some time off to care for her new baby boy.

Giving Tree
Located in the Narthex; November 23 – December 14th

Our congregation is adopting a family through Lutheran Social Service again this year. We
are also adopting everyone at Helping Hands Assisted Living in Brandon, and several
rehab patients at Bethany Home in Brandon.
Directions:
*Take a card off the tree, and enter your name with the card number on log in sheet.
*Purchase item.
*Wrap item if instructed to.
*Write a note inside the provided card, put card back in
provided envelope.
*Attach card securely to the wrapped package.
*Return to BLC no later than Wednesday December 14th.
Questions: Call Amy Hennen 321-7652 or Christie Bowar 212-4680
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Whose Birthday Is It Anyway?
There once was a boy name Michael. In a dream, he traveled to
the land of topsy-turvy. It was a strange land. Sometimes in the
winter, trees would grow leaves. Sometimes the sun would come up at night instead
of the morning. Even the birds flew upside down if they wanted to. Everything
seemed to be all mixed up. Michael was confused by what he saw, but he still enjoyed it. It was so different--so new to him.
While Michael was in this strange land, the day of his birthday came. Michael was so
excited! All the people knew it was Michael’s birthday, but instead of saying happy
birthday to Michael, they said happy birthday to each other. Hundreds of birthday
cards came to the post office, but the postman gave them to everyone else and
Michael didn’t get any. People brought all kinds of gifts in honor of Michael’s
birthday but once again they gave them to each other and Michael didn’t even get
one. Michael was getting upset. He didn’t know what to do. Finally, he got an idea.
He ran to the school and picked up the megaphone that the cheerleaders used. He
marched up and down main street and as he did, he shouted through his megaphone, “Whose birthday is it anyway? Whose birthday is it anyway?”

Well Christmas is soon here. It’s a special time for many people. But sometimes, it
may seem like we too are in the land of topsy-turvy. We give gifts to each other
even though it most likely isn’t their birthday.
Now don’t get me wrong, I do think sharing gifts with each other is wonderful, but
we also need to remember whose birthday it is. Just think, God gave the best gift,
Jesus, his Son, for us! Jesus was born of Mary for us. Jesus became one of us so
that we might know how much the Father loves us! Yes, it is Jesus’ birthday! And
this amazing gift of Jesus is for each of us!

As you celebrate Christmas this year, remember that Jesus is the reason for the
season. May the gift of Jesus fill you with thanksgiving, joy and hope. Ellen and I
wish you a blessed Christmas and new year.
Sincerely,
Pastor Marlin
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Congratulations & God’s Blessings to . . .
Allyson & James Bos on the baptism of their
son, Colin Braydon Bos, who was baptized
on November 19, 2017 at Brandon Lutheran.

Wednesday Evening Meals
December 6
December 13
December 20

Pork loin, wild rice
Beef stroganoff, tossed salad and dressing
Broasted chicken, mac and cheese

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE DECEMBER 3
Please join us for a Blue Christmas worship service on Sunday, December 3rd
at 4:00 pm in the Friendship Room. This service is for anyone who has had a
significant loss of any kind (death of loved one, divorce, loss of job, loss of health,
etc.) in their lives and who may find the Christmas season difficult. This service
acknowledges these losses but also helps one find hope, strength, and comfort
through our Christian faith.

MEN’S BREAKFAST STUDY
On Tuesday mornings at 6:30 am, our Men’s breakfast study meets in the Friendship Room. Anyone interested is encouraged to come as we explore the scriptures
through teaching and video. Your friends are always welcome to come and join us.
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday morning bible study meets at 8:30 am in the Friendship Room of
BLC. We invite everyone to join us. This is the longest continuous running bible
study at BLC. We meet all year from September to May with breaks for holidays. We
have a variety of bible studies throughout the year. We will begin with a 6 week
session conducted by retired Pastor Dennis Bossman on the Parables of the Bible.
You will find this session very educational as well as entertaining and emotional.
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Daily Prayer and Scripture for December 2017
Line 1 ~ Morning Psalms
Line 2 ~ Daily Lesson Line 3 ~ Evening Lesson

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

12/31

12/1

12/2

Psalm 150:1-6

Psalm 120:1-7

Psalm 121:1-8

Malachi 3:1—4:6

Daniel 8:1-27

Daniel 9:1—11:1

Revelation 22:1-21

1 John 2:1-17

1 John 2:18—3:6

12/3

12/4

12/5

12/6

12/7

12/8

12/9

Psalm 122:1-9

Psalm 123:1-4

Psalm 124:1-8

Psalm 125:1-5

Psalm 126:1-6

Psalm 127:1-5

Psalm 128:1-6

Daniel 11:2-35

Daniel 11:36—
12:13

Hosea 1:1—3:5

Hosea 4:1—5:15

Hosea 6:1—9:17

Hosea 10:1—14:9

Joel 1:1—3:21

1 John 5:1-21

2 John 1:1-13

3 John 1:1-14

Jude 1:1-25

Revelation 1:1-20

1 John 3:7-24

1 John 4:1-21
12/10

12/11

12/12

12/13

12/14

12/15

12/16

Psalm 129:1-8

Psalm 130:1-8

Psalm 131:1-3

Psalm 132:1-18

Psalm 133:1-3

Psalm 134:1-3

Psalm 135:1-21

Amos 1:1—3:15

Amos 4:1—6:14

Amos 7:1—9:15

Obadiah 1:1-21

Jonah 1:1—4:11

Micah 1:1—4:13

Micah 5:1—7:20

Revelation 2:1-17

Revelation 2:18—
3:6

Revelation 3:7-22

Revelation 4:1-11

Revelation 5:1-14

Revelation 6:1-17

Revelation 7:1-17

12/17

12/18

12/19

12/20

12/21

12/22

12/23

Psalm 136:1-26

Psalm 137:1-9

Psalm 138:1-8

Psalm 139:1-24

Psalm 140:1-13

Psalm 141:1-10

Psalm 142:1-7

Nahum 1:1—3:19

Habakkuk 1:1—
3:19

Zephaniah 1:1—
3:20

Haggai 1:1—2:23

Zechariah 1:1-21

Zechariah 4:1—5:11

Revelation 11:1-19

Revelation 9:1-21

Revelation 10:1-11

Revelation 12:1—
13:1a

Zechariah 2:1—
3:10

12/24

12/25

12/26

12/27

Psalm 143:1-12

Psalm 144:1-15

Psalm 145:1-21

Zechariah 6:1—
7:14

Zechariah 8:1-23

Zechariah 9:1-17

Revelation 16:1-21

Revelation 17:1-18

Revelation 8:1-13

Revelation 15:1-8

Revelation 14:1-20

12/28

Revelation 13:1b18
12/29

12/30

Psalm 146:1-10

Psalm 147:1-20

Psalm 148:1-14

Psalm 11149:1-9

Zechariah 10:1—
11:17

Zechariah 12:1—
13:9

Zechariah 14:1-21

Malachi 1:1—2:17

Revelation 20:1-15

Revelation 21:1-27

Revelation 18:1-24

Revelation 19:1-21

BLC Facebook page is:
www.facebook.com/BrandonLutheranChurch
For Information to be posted send to:
blc@branonlutheran.org
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We always look forward to Advent and all the joy it brings!
Below is our calendar of events for December.
Sunday School
December 3: regular class
December 10: regular class
December 17: regular class & the
Preschool-Kindergarten Christmas Program @ 10:45 am
Monday, December 18: 1st-4th grade Christmas program
rehearsal @ 7:00 pm in the sanctuary
Wednesday, December 20: 1st-4th grade Christmas Program @ 6:15 pm
December 24 & 31: NO CLASSES
Wednesday School
November 29: regular class
December 6: regular class
December 13: regular class & the
Preschool- Kindergarten Christmas Program @ 6:15 pm
Monday, December 18: 1st-4th grade Christmas program rehearsal
@ 7:00 pm in the sanctuary
Wednesday, December 20: NO CLASS;1st-4th grade Christmas Program @ 6:15
December 27: NO CLASSES

HELP NEEDED!
• Families or individuals that would like to volunteer in the
nursery on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings.
• WEDNESDAY NIGHT MUSIC LEADER(S) from 7-8 PM
• ICE CREAM PAILS with LIDS- we are making more drums! ☺
These can be dropped off in the education room upstairs.
Please contact Kristin at 376-3550 or via email at
childrensministries@brandonlutheran.org
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL
WELCA WOMEN! The Children’s Ministry music
room has a new TV to utilize and enjoy!
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Time to Invest
It’s that time of year when we give thanks, gather with family and take
stock of our lives. The year draws to a close and we are left to assess
what has been.
During this time I hope you are able to celebrate the good things that
have happened this year and spend time reconnecting with the ones you
love.
As I take stock of my year in ministry at Brandon Lutheran Church, there have certainly been ups
and downs. There are many things for us to work on as a congregation, many ways we can more
fully become the congregation God is calling us to be. However, there is one bright spot that I
think deserves some attention. Our youth group has grown!
Youth ministry still has a LONG way to go but the growth in youth group is something to celebrate.
A big part of this growth is our summer trip program. And this summer, I am especially excited for
our youth that are traveling to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX. This gathering only
happens once every three years and it is a wonderful opportunity for our youth to build relationships, have powerful worship experiences, see the many ministries of the Church, serve together,
and grow in faith.
The time has come to invest in these young people. So please, stop by our youth stock sale this
month in-between our Sunday services (9:30-10:45) and before our Wednesday night service (56:15pm). 1 share costs $20 and ALL the money goes to offset the cost of our 15 young people’s
gathering expense.
Our goal is raise 6,000 (300 shares of stock) this year. It may seem like a lot because it is but
consider the words God gave to the Church in Corinth about how we invest what God has given
us.

“…the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully, will also
reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)
So, I ask you to invest in the experiences: Grace B., Dylan, Carter, Quinn, Ashley, Austin, Brandon,
Grace G., Braden, Ethan, Morgan, Sam, Jeremy, Kassidi and Ericka. Invest in them not only in
money but also in prayer and relationship. Talk to them after the service. Ask them what they
hope to experience at the Gathering. Pray for them and pray for the ministry of our congregation.
The time to invest in this life of faith we share is now.
Pastor Dan
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BRANDON LUTHERAN
WELCA ADVENT BRUNCH
Saturday, December 2nd, 2017; 9:30 a.m.

THE GREATEST GIFT
9:30 am ~ Doors open/Hot cider/Social time
9:50 am ~ Welcome/Door prizes
10:05 am ~ Devotion and Prayer
10:15 am ~ Advent Brunch
10:50 am ~ Door Prizes–Special Gifts/Free Will Offering
11:00 am ~ Break & go into Sanctuary for Entertainment
11:15 am ~ Entertainment by Castle & Connor
Tickets $8.00
Raffle tickets will be sold for:
Quilt, Hand-painted plate, handcrafted wooden cross &
Christmas runner $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00

Any questions, please contact: Becky Heinitz (376-4035) or Barb Buck (582-7447)
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