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How did you become who you are?

| suppose there are lots of ways to answer this question. One approach would be to recognize that we
are the sum of all the things that we have done and experienced day by day throughout our life.

We experienced life in our families and learned that we are a son or daughter, brother or sister, niece
or nephew, a grandchild. We also learned how to be a son or daughter, brother or sister, niece or
nephew, a grandchild. We went to school and learned to be a friend, a student, a team member, a
math whiz, a comedian, a student leader. It was in living out these roles that we became who we are...
and it took some practice. |I'm still practicing many of those things and still growing into them.

Many of us prepared for a vocation as we received training and advanced education to become
machinists, plumbers, chefs, entrepreneurs, business owners, nurses, lawyers, etc. — some even pastors.
In the training and learning a part of our identity was being formed but it wasn't complete. Our

language would give us away: “I am training to become...” "l am working on a degree in..." "l am
trying to get a certification in...” But after practicing our craft and maybe getting certain credentials,
there was a point at which we are finally able to say, “l am a... " Often it wasn’t until we

were out in the field, in real life, in a job, in a practice, doing what people do in our occupations that we
could confidently say that we are machinists, plumbers, chefs, entrepreneurs, business owners, nurses,
lawyers, etc., especially pastors.

The Christian life is one in which the more we practice the clearer our identity becomes. Yes, | am a
Christian because of my baptismal identity. | can confidently say that “I am baptized into Christ!” That
is enough. Christ is the one who makes us who we are.

However, as you and | practice our faith we become more confident of that identity. | am a baptized
Christian and | do what Christians do: go to church, read the scriptures, pray for my neighbors, give an
offering to the church. We live out our baptismal identity through these things that we do. God uses
them and other practices to shape us and bring us into the way of life called “Christian.” It is by
following this way and practicing all the way...that we mature to more fully grown Christians.

School has started and we are launching our fall ministries. It is a time for us to gather again in a more
robust community of faith. Together we practice, and we grow...we live out the way set for us by Christ
and all of the saints who have lived before us.

This year make a commitment to grow in some way. Grow in your prayer and worship life. Grow in
your study of scripture and knowledge of the life of the church. Grow in encouraging others in the
ways of Christ or in the invitation of others into the ways of Christ. Grow in serving people who need
your care and in the giving of your talents and treasures.

When we get to next spring | can confidently say that you will be able to say with a new gusto, “I have
grown and | know better now that | am a Christian and belong to Christ who loves me.” Be sure to
read the “We Grow..."” challenge and join in the journey toward greater growth.

In Christ,

Pastor Scott







