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Are you one of those people that buys a book and reads the ending first? I’m not suggesting it but
the advantage of reading this way is that as you read you see more clearly what’s happening as
the story unfolds. Everything you read is interpreted by your knowledge of the end of the story.

As we begin a New Year and wonder what will come, we do it with a promise that God is with
us. And though we can’t know the circumstances that will come our way, we have a God who
doesn’t want us to be lost in worry and guessing about the end of the story of our life with God
and each other…so God tells us the end of the story. God wants us to interpret everything we see
in our life story through our knowledge of the end.

So, while we live in a violent, conflicted, difficult world, we remember that God says that a day will
come when the lion will lie down with the lamb and a little child shall lead them (Isaiah 11:6). A
day will come when swords will be made into plowshares and spears into pruning hooks. Nations
will not lift up sword against nation, neither will they study war any more (Micah 4:3). One day
every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Philippians 2:9-11).

Life is not so scary when you know the end of the story. Actually, life is not so scary when you
know that our God is the beginning and ending of everything. “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the

beginning and the end” (Revelation 21:6).

Have a blessed new year!

Pastor Scott Hackler
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The Mission of Split Rock Lutheran is welcoming and serving with joyful hearts and
glorifying God in all things. We are a growing family of Christ’s disciples seeking to
proclaim the Gospel to all those in need of God’s grace, mercy and love.
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January Happenings at Split Rock
Baptism of our Lord
NO Split Rock Council Meeting
Epiphany 2
Epiphany 3; Annual Meeting & Potluck following
Epiphany 4; Installation of 2018 Council Members
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WELCA JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 2: Executive Board Mtg. 7:00 pm—Martin Luther Room
January 2: Prayer Shawl Ministry 1:00 pm—Nursery
January 4, 11, 18, 25: Quilting 9:00 AM—Downstairs Fellowship Hall
January 6: WELCA Gathering 9:30 am—Martin Luther Room; Hostess: Executive Board
January 9: Freezer Ministry 1:00 pm—Martin Luther Kitchen
January 17/18: Circles Meet
January 20: Faithful Greeters 10:00 am—Martin Luther Room

January WELCA News
January 6, 2018 – General Meeting at 9:30 AM in Martin Luther Room
Guest Speaker will be Lu Vogt from Family Connection. She will share information about the ministry of
serving family members who have loved ones in the prison system in Sioux Falls with a video and talk.
WELCA donated a number of our quilts to this ministry in November.
The 2018 WELCA officers will also be installed. We are grateful for the following ladies who will be serving
on the Executive Board this coming year:
Co-Presidents - Sheila Aaker & Cheryl Lundeen

Vice President – Mary Entinger
Secretary – Annette Peterson
Treasurer – Laurie Johnson
Mission Growth – Linda McCoy
Mission Community – Deb Klein
Mission Action – Sheryl Kucker & Lorraine Osheim
WELCA has 5 “Circles” that meet monthly for Bible study and fellowship. The morning and afternoon circles
meet on the third Wednesday and the evening circle meets the third Thursday of the month. We welcome
guests and new members. If you want to be a part of this fellowship please come – ask any of the officers

for more information.
WELCA has several other ongoing fellowship and service groups that meet monthly. Please feel welcome to
join in at any time for the following groups:
Prayer Shawl – Knitters and crocheters meet January 2 in the nursery to work on shawls.
Quilters - Meet weekly on Thursday morning at 9:00 am to make Lutheran World Relief quilts.
Freezer Ministry – Meets January 10 to keep the freezer stocked with meals for those in need.
Faithful Greeters – Meets January 20th at 10 AM to make Valentine cards in the Martin Luther Room
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How GriefShare works
It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right now. If you’ve lost a spouse, child,
family member, or friend, you’ve probably found there are not many people who understand the
deep hurt you feel.
This can be a confusing time when you feel isolated and have many questions about things you’ve
never faced before.

“Going to GriefShare feels like having warm arms wrapped
around you when you’re shivering.”
GriefShare groups meet weekly for 13 weeks to help you face these challenges and move toward
rebuilding your life. Each GriefShare session has three distinct elements: Video, discussion and
home study. Miriam Hackler will lead the group. There will be a small fee for the workbook.
We will meet in the Friendship room on Monday evenings @ 6:30 pm starting soon. Sign up in the
Narthex and/or contact Miriam Hackler. Cell 630-400-4860 or 605-582-4370.
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NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL UPDATE
December was a busy month for our preschool! Each student was given an Advent chain
that told the Christmas Story to help them count down the days to Christmas. We read
books throughout the month to listen to the story of Jesus’ birth. The two day class acted
out the Christmas story with each student acting out all of the key roles in the story. It was
a great way to learn just how important each person is in the Christmas story. As a
preschool, we adopted a family from the St. Francis house and each family donated items
to help this family out during the holiday season. This was a great way to teach the
students how important it is to help others. The students made
salt dough ornaments as a Christmas gift for their parents. They
were very excited to be able to say they made it themselves! We
ended the month with a birthday party for Jesus. We sang
Happy Birthday to Him and ate cupcakes. The Spaghetti
Supper is coming up on Sunday, January 28th. Ticket sales will
begin this month. There will also be a basket and art auction.
You don’t want to miss it!

We lovingly thank the musicians of BLC for their commitment to our music
ministries, hours of hard work and talent dedicated to our church services all year and
now also for the tremendous work you put forth for our Service of Nine Lessons and
Carols presented on Dec. 10. Our JuBELLation ringers, our BLC Brass and the Chancel
Choir, HS percussionists, Lizzi Boomsma & Xander Hentschel, our readers representing
many organizations, sound/video assistants, our pastors, notably Pastor Scott and his
friend Al Caldwell for their help with the screen art, dramatists, and drama director,
Dennis Bossman and the many folks working behind the scenes to make our special service a success. We
also thank all of you filling the pews, worshipping, listening and encouraging all of us. You all bring joy
and lots of fun to our work for BLC! Hans & Geri Peterson
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“FROM THE BARN TO THE CHURCH”
Some of you know that I grew up on a dairy farm in Minnesota.
Life on a typical Sunday morning was quite hectic as cows needed
to be milked and fed; as the barn needed to be cleaned and the milking utensils
washed. We were always in a hurry as we tried to complete our tasks before church
and Sunday school. Sometimes when things didn’t go as planned, we would have to
finish some of our tasks after church and Sunday school so that we could make it on
time. Actually, making it on time meant walking in while the opening hymn was still
being sung; often with hair still damp from a quick bath to get rid of the barn smell
hoping for some room in a pew near the back of the church.
It was not easy many times for our family to attend worship but in all the years I lived
with my parents, I can hardly remember a Sunday when we missed worship. My
parent’s example and faithfulness has been a strength to me in my life.
As I have grown older I have come to realize that our children and others will only
come to see how important some things are to us as they see us sacrifice and inconvenience ourselves for the sake of those things. Sadly, the importance of God in our lives
is not seen very well if we are undisciplined or lacking in faithfulness in our Christian
lives. It is not just the “talk” but also the “walk” that is so important. It is the effort
we put into something that shows how important it really is for us.
First of all, I want to thank you for the things you do to show the importance that Jesus
has for you. Your witness makes such a difference!
Secondly, we would all probably agree that we could do even better. It is easy to get
into habits that draw us away from faithfulness. It is easy to put ourselves ahead of
Jesus. Your presence at worship says that God and His church are important to you.
Your faithfulness will give God an opportunity to help you grow in your Christian faith
and it will also be an encouragement and witness to others in their faith. It can be one
of the best gifts you give to God, yourself, and others!
Sincerely, PASTOR MARLIN
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Congratulations & God’s Blessings to . . .
Lyndse & Ryan Dellman on the baptism of their
daughter, Carly May Dellman, who was baptized
on December 3, 2017 at Brandon Lutheran. Carly
joins brother, Dylan.
Camille & Dan Parker on the baptism of their son, Cameron Lee Parker, who was
baptized on December 10, 2017 at Brandon Lutheran. Cameron joins siblings, William &
Jameson.
Angela & Matthew Lembcke on the baptism of their son, Noah William Lembcke, who
was baptized on December 24, 2017 at Brandon Lutheran. Noah joins siblings, Ava &
Courtney.

Wednesday Evening Meals
January 3:

Roast beef, mashed potatoes & gravy and corn

January 10:
January 17:
January 24:

Ham, baked potatoes & peaches
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes & gravy and green beans
Broasted chicken, cheesy potatoes & baked beans

January 31:

Hamburgers, potato wedges & coleslaw

MEN’S BREAKFAST STUDY
On Tuesday mornings at 6:30 am, our Men’s breakfast study meets in the Friendship Room. Anyone interested is encouraged to come as we explore the scriptures
through teaching and video. Your friends are always welcome to come and join us.
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday morning bible study meets at 8:30 am in the Friendship Room of
BLC. We invite everyone to join us. This is the longest continuous running bible study
at BLC. The Wednesday morning bible study will take a vacation during the Christmas
holiday. We will resume on January 10 at 8:30 am in the Friendship Room with a
four week presentation by Pastor Dan.
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Daily Prayer and Scripture for January 2018
Line 1 ~ Morning Psalms
Line 2 ~ Daily Lesson Line 3 ~ Evening Lesson

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1/1

1/2

1/3

1/4

1/5

1/6

Psalm 1:1-6

Psalm 2:1-12

Psalm 3:1-8

Psalm 4:1-8

Psalm 5:1-12

Psalm 6:1-10

Genesis 1:1-2:25

Genesis 3:1—4:26

Genesis 5:1—7:24

Genesis 8:1-10:32

Matthew 1:1-2:12

Matthew 2:13—3:6

Matthew 3:7—4:11

Matthew 4:12-25

Genesis 11:1—
13:4

Genesis 13:515:21

Matthew 5:1-26

Matthew 5:27-48

1/7

1/8

1/9

1/10

1/11

1/12

1/13

Psalm 7:1-17

Psalm 8:1-9

Psalm 9:1-12

Psalm 9:13-20

Psalm 10:1-15

Psalm 10:16-18

Psalm 11:1-7

Genesis 16:1-18:19

Genesis 18:20—
19:38

Genesis 20:1—
22:24

Genesis 23:1—24:51

Genesis 24:52—
26:16

Genesis 26:17—
27:46

Genesis 28:1—
29:35

Matthew 6:25—7:14

Matthew 7:15-29

Matthew 8:19-34

Matthew 9:1-17

Matthew 9:18-38

1/14

1/15

1/16

1/17

1/18

1/19

1/20

Psalm 12:1-8

Psalm 13:1-6

Psalm 14:1-7

Psalm 15:1-5

Psalm 16:1-11

Psalm 17:1-15

Psalm 18:1-15

Genesis 30:1—
31:16

Genesis 31:17—
32:12

Genesis 32:13—
34:31

Genesis 35:1—36:43

Genesis 37:1—
38:30

Genesis 39:1—
41:16

Genesis 41:17—
42:17

Matthew 10:1-25

Matthew 11:7-30

Matthew 12:22-45

1/23

1/24

1/25

Matthew 12:46—
13:23
1/26

Matthew 13:24-46

1/21

Matthew10:26—
11:6
1/22

Psalm 18:16-36

Psalm 18:37-50

Psalm 19:1-14

Psalm 20:1-9

Psalm 21:1-13

Psalm 22:1-18

Psalm 22:19-31

Genesis 42:18—
43:34

Genesis 44:1—
45:28

Genesis 46:1—
47:31

Genesis 48:1—49:33

Exodus 2:11—
3:22

Exodus 4:1—5:21

Matthew 13:47—
14:12
1/28

Matthew 14:13-36

Matthew 15:1-28

Matthew 15:29—
16:12

Genesis 50:1—
Exodus 2:10
Matthew 16:13—
17:9

Matthew 17:10-27

1/29

1/30

1/31

Psalm 23:1-6

Psalm 24:1-10

Psalm 25:1-15

Psalm 25:16-22

Exodus 5:22—7:24

Exodus 7:25—9:35

Exodus 10:1—12:13

Matthew 18:23—
19:12

Matthew 19:13-30

Matthew 20:1-28

Exodus 12:14—
13:16

Matthew 6:1-24

Matthew 8:1-17

Matthew 12:1-21

1/27

Matthew 18:1-22

Matthew 20:29—
21:22

BLC Facebook page is:
www.facebook.com/BrandonLutheranChurch
For Information to be posted send to:
blc@branonlutheran.org
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Happy New Year!
As we begin another year, I invite you to try something new: Pub Theology.
Over the course of the past year, some of our faithful members have been
meeting up to have faithful conversation and connection (usually @ 212*) at
the Bar. We take a question/topic and just talk. We bring our faith (whatever it
might be) and our experiences (whatever they may be) and wrestle with the big
questions in life.
I would love for you to join us this January as we talk about new things, old things, missing things and evil
things. There is no book to buy. No Bible required. No goal other than conversation and connection. That
last statement might have you wondering or uneasy. Why would conversation and connection be the only

goal of a Church activity? You may ask, “Pastor, are we supposed to talk about Jesus?!” Well, yes, you are
but consider one of the apostle Paul’s ministry tactics.
As Paul walked through the city of Athens, he was concerned about all the idols he saw. So, he went to the
synagogues and markets and had conversations with the people there until he had engaged enough people
that he was invited to speak at a place of public debate: “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are
in every way.” He begins his speech to this people who are curious about the “foreign religion” he’s been
going on about by identifying that they do have faith in things, they do have values that inform their
decisions and then he speaks the good news of Jesus Christ to them where they are and on their terms.
(read it in Acts 17:16-34)
It all began with conversation. The conversation created connection. The connection furthered the growth
of the Church. Come be connected to each other, talk, question, laugh and share your lives and invite
others into the conversation.
Blessings – Pastor Dan
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Greetings from Children’s Ministries!
Great job to all the Christmas program participants! They did a fantastic job sharing their
talents by singing and sharing the Christmas story.
We are excited for the start of 2018!
Below is the January calendar for Sundays and Wednesdays.
Sunday School
Jan. 7, 14, 21 & 28 regular class
January 21: Summer camp directors will be here during the education hour. Camp sign up
forms will be available.
Parent and Child Time will happen every Sunday morning in January from 9:45-10:15. This is
for parents and their children ages birth to 3 (not attending Sunday School yet.) Email:
childrensministries@brandonlutheran.org to reserve your spot.
Wednesday School
Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 regular class
January 10: Camp Day (same information as above)
January 31: Kindergarten Parent/Student Opportunity: Prayer Pillow Time!
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WE SAW JESUS….

A THANKSGIVING TRIBUTE
We’ve heard that God doesn't give us more than we can handle. But last November, we learned
what He really meant: God does not give us more than we can handle...with His help!
We saw Jesus a lot that month. He came often. We shouldn't have been surprised. After all, He
said in scripture, “I will be with you always.”
He came to help Beryl pack things in the kitchen. He looked like Jo and Barb, but it was Jesus.
We knew that. He came to help me in the garage. He looked like Jerry, AJ & Kevin, but it was
Him. We knew it. Then, He showed up to help for three days straight! What a blessing when He
came. He looked just like Curt and Ilene, but we knew it was Him”
Then, Bob and LaMont showed up to look over the devastation in the basement. Jon helped
them, too. It was Jesus again, just to see what had to be done.
It wasn’t a surprise that He showed up in the kitchen again. He looked like Cheryl, Jo, Lynda,
Cheryl and Marlys. Jesus did amazing work that day. We knew it. Even though He looked like
them, it was Him, all right.
And then, Sandy showed up; yup, Him again! He never lets us down, this time, or any other time
through the years. And Ray was here. And Jo. And Diane. And Roy. And Nathan. And Alec. And
Mike. And Charlotte. All of them: Jesus in disguise! And Pastor Marlin appeared to pray with me
in the hospital. It was Jesus. I knew it all along.
Jesus was with us all this time, just as He had promised, and for that we praise the Lord. But,
ohhh, He didn’t stop there. We felt Him praying to His Father in heaven on our behalf. We felt
His prayers from all over Brandon and Sioux Falls and Ellsworth and Rock Rapids. We felt His
voice crying out for us from Milwaukee, Rapid City, Pierre, the Twin Cities, Plymouth, Watertown,
Washington and Washington DC. We felt them from Florida and Texas and Elk Point and many,
many places in-between. From Brookings, too and Canby, Denver, Inver Grove Heights, Tea, Box
Elder, Okoboji and St. Louis.
We felt Him over and over again. We believe God does not give us more than we can handle...with His Help! And He helped us over and over! We are sure many of you thought you were
doing us a favor. And you did! Because you proved to us once again that the Holy Spirit is alive
and well, in each and every one of you. And for that we say: Thanks be to God!
With sincere gratitude,
Dennis and Beryl

12

